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WEATHER REPORT.
Probabilities To-Day.. W ashington»

December 13..For the South Atlantic an<5

(iviH States, increasing cloudiness and pos-
sihlv local rains with continued warm

southeast to southwest winds, and stationary
or slowly-falling barometer.
For the Middle States, warm southerly to

westerlv winds will continue, with clear or

;air weather, and no decided change in ba¬
rometer.

Tick weather yesterday was clear and
mild, with brisk southerly winds.
Thermometer Yesterday: 6 A. M.. 34;

;) A. >1.. 4t> : noon, G2; 3 P.M., Gl ; 6 P.
>!., ,rt'2: midnight. 48.

LOCAL MATTERS.
M truer of Margaret SnELTov.Inquest.

Coroner Tavlor yesterday rooming held an

inquest upon the body of Margaret Shcl-
the negro woman who was so foully

shot on the night o! the Sth of December,
and who died from the effects of the wound
on the 1 Ith.

Dr. Ta\ lor madu a postmortem examina¬
tion of the body, which revealed the fact
that the shot entered the abdomen below
t be umbilicus, cutting into the intestines,
tilling the.cavity of the bowels with blood,
producing intense inflammation, from the
r fleets of which she died.
There were many witnesses examined at

iho inquest yesterday, and all concurred in
the statement that Paul Jasper, the negro
charged with shooting her, was seen in the
vard a very short time before the shooting.
Several of the witnesses were with the wo¬
man during her lasf moments, and to each
one she made the statement that Paul Jas¬
per shot her.
Policeman Henry W. Dabney testified

that the dead woman told him that .Tipper
shot her. Policeman A. R. Cousins also
made the same statement. On going to Jas¬
per's house hefoundagun hanging up over
the window. Tins was the night succeed¬
ing the shooting, and the gun appeared to
have been very recently discharged. The
deceased said to Cousins that Jasper, she
presumed, shot her. because of his many
threats.the last one being made about a
month before the shooting, when he said he
intended to kill her if he had to take his own
gun tn do it with.
Mildred Harris, the woman who nursed

deceased, testified that she had told her re¬

peatedly before she died that Jasper shot
her.
The jury decided that as far as they could

determine from the evidence* Margaret
Shelton died on the 11th of December by a

gun-shot wound received on the night of
the Sth of December at the hands of Paul
Jasper.
Mysterious Disappearance of IIorsf. and

v.. Yesterday evening aboutG o'clock
the horse and buggy of Dr. James, left
standing in front of Todd & Elliott's, on
Hroad street. iH charge of a small colored
hoy, were taken oil by an unknown man. It
was about the time of the fire-alarm, and the
boy says he got out of the buggy and went
to the horse's head to hold him while the
engine passed. While there, with his hand
on the bridle, a man jumped in the bu.egv,
took up the reins, and drove oil down town.
The boy, thinking at lirst that it was Dr.
.lames who had returned to the vehicle, made
no effort to check the movement of the driver.
The horse was driven down Broad to
(i race street. "Whether the enterprise was
the effort of a thief or the mischievous trick
oi some person is not known. The horse
and buggy, however, were found down
town by a policeman last night, the vehicle
unoccupied. They were left at Hix's sta¬
ble. and delivered up !o the Doctor.
A gentleman who had been out in the

country gunning returned to the city yes¬
terday shortly after dark, and tied a hired
horse in front of his residence while he went
in to supper. Upon his return the horse
was missing. Whether he broke loose or
was stolen is not known. He had not re¬

turned to the livery stable several hours
after the occurrence, and the gentleman in
question was in consequence su tiering some
uneasiness of mind.

A Lkuai. Qi'Estion..Mr. R. R. Howison.
who was counsel for Harris and Wilson
(the fugitives from Washington, 1). C.t
where they are charged with horse-steal¬
ing), has written United States Commis¬
sioner Atkins a letter maintaining that the
:u-ou«-ed cannot be lawfully Kent out of

' Virginia until the prosecution pending
agninst them in Stali'ord is disposed of.
.Fudge Hughes will probably be called upon
to decide the matter. Accused, when before
the Commissioner, waived examination,
:ind were committed for removal to Wash¬
ington.
CiUKUED with Tuievekw.Benjamin

Oborn was arrested yesterday evening by
Serg< ant Whitlock and Policeman Talmau,
charged with stealing a pair of pants, the
property of James E. Harding, of the value
<»f ?4. The pants were found in active use
on the legs of accused. He maintains that
he did not mean to steal the pants, but only
took them to prevent Harding from going
to a party.
Hubard .lames (colored) was arrested,

charged with trespassing on the premises
of John Pleasants and stealing fifty cents'
worth of turnips.
Personal..'The Governor has made the

following appointments of tobacco inspec¬
tors : John F.Wren, on the part of the State,
inspector at Myers & Anderson's ware¬
house, Richmond, Ya. ; P. M. Hatchett, in¬
spector at Moore's warehouse, Petersburg,
on the part of the owners ; Stith Polling,
inspector at Oaks warehouse on the part
of the State; James M. Parham, State in¬
spector at Moore's warehouse, Petersburg.
James B. Foster was reappointed fish in¬

spector for .Richmond.
John Harmer Gilmer, Esq., is quite ill.

^ John Brady, who is charged with felo¬
niously assaulting S. B. Moore, and who
was formally committed l»y the Police Jus¬
tice on Tuesday, was taken from the Police
Court-room to the Hustings Court and ad¬
mitted to bail by Judge Guigon. He did
not have to go to jail, as some supposed.
The Governor on yesterday appointed

John Q. Winn a notary public for the city
of Manchester.
Joseph P. Carpenter, of Brunswick

county, has been adjudged a bankrupt.
Nollk Prosequi..'The case of Lewis

Kelley, a convict, charged with making a
felonious assault upon a fellow-prisoner,
was called in the Circuit Court of Rich¬
mond yesterday, and a nolle prosequi en¬
tered.
Discontinued..The Sunday excursion

trains on the .Richmond and Petersburg
railroad have been discontinued until next
spring.
Old Dominion Club.. The Old Dominion

Club are now paying ofl' campaign debts
< "unacted since the reorganization of the

1 I lib.
l-'ALhK Alakm..The alarm of fire at 5:55

o'clock last evening from Station 4b'.Twen-
'.v-iifth-Strect engine-house.was false.

( hamhek of Commerce..-A meeting of
Board of Directors of the Chamber of

1 oriimerce will be held this afternoon at 04
o'clock.

DANVILLE RAILROAD.

Annual Mcclliis; of the Slockholdcrs.

REPORTS OF TUE PRESIDENT AND OTHER
OFFICERS-A GOOD SHOWING NOTWITH¬
STANDING HARD TIMES-FAVORABLE
VERDICT FROM THE SPECIAL INVESTI¬
GATING COMMITTEE.T II E BOARD AU¬
THORIZED TO CONSIDER THE PROPRIETY
OFREMOVING THE SHOPS FROM MANCHES-
TER.MILTON AND SUTOERLIN RAIL¬
ROAD-ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

The twenty-ninth annual meeting of the
stockholders of the Richmond and Danville
Railroad Company was held yesterday at
noon at the company's office, on Bank street
corner of Tenth.
President Buford called the meeting to

order, and on his motion General Joseph
R. Anderson was elected chairman; 3Ir. R.
T. Brooke, Jr., acted as secretary.

A committee was appointed consisting of
Messrs. K. Barksdale, Jr., John P.Branch,
und B. F. Garrett, to ascertain whether a

quorum was present, and reported repre¬
sented : In person, 639 shares; by proxies,
29,625. Necessary to constitute a quorum,
20,001 : more than a quorum, 10,263.

President's Report.
President Bnford presented his annual

report, from which the following extracts
are made :
We submit for your consideration such

summaries and statements us present a clear,
concise, and accurate exhibit of the whole :

First, a statement of revenues and of all
charges for maintenance and operation, in¬
terest and rents, for the year ending 30th of
September, 1876 :

RICHMOND AM) DANVII.I.E AND PIEDMONT
RAILROAD.

Total earnings *937.193 -7
Total e\jK-ti. of 1 1 1 :t 1 ii-
tenance and oia-ration. . 498.905 93

$438,232 S4
> Amount received from 1 nicest on In¬

vestment.-' ii8,459 87

Total net revenues of Richmond and
Danville and l'iedniond railroad $166.692 '21

NORTHWESTERN NORTH CAROLINA RAILROAD.
Total earnings H 38,775 90
Total expenses ol' maintenance aud
operation 19.245 90

NORTH CAROLINA RAILROAD.
Total earnings $492,339 49
Total expends of maintenance anu
operation 316,437 61

Total net revenues for the year $662.1*24 09

Deduct total Interest on funded debt
Richmond aud Danville Ititllroad
Company $240,130 05

Deduct total interest on lioatinjr debt
Richmond and Danville Railroad
Company 35,911 52

Deduct total interest on Roanoke Val¬
ley railroad bonds 930 00

Deduct total interest on Northwestern
North Carolina railroad bonds 780 00

Deduct amount of rent North Caro¬
lina railroad 260,000 00

Deduct amount of rent Piedmont rail¬
road 60,000 00

Deduct balance paid for changing the
guage of the North Caroliua rail¬
road 1,090 75

6598.842 32

Amount of the net revenues of the
Richmond and Danville Railroad
Company over and above all charges
for the year $63,281 77

The foregoing statement shows, as the
net result of the company's operations for
the year, after satisfying all current charges
for the maintenance and operation of its
property, paying all interest? on its whole
debt, ftinded and floating, and all liabilities
for rent, a balance of $63,281.77 over all
such charges, interest, and liabilities.
The ratio of working expenses to earn¬

ings, on the combined lines, for the vear,
is §56.84.

" Attention is called to the general balancc-
sheet of the company, submitted herewith.
It will be noticed that the funded debt of
the company has been increased by the
issue of £202,000 of the general mortgage
bonds, and that the obligations of the com¬

pany have been reduced by the payment of
£81,200 of matured bonds, by decrease in
the amounts of bills and accounts payable
of $ltil,111.44, and the reduction of the
guaranteed obligations of the company
§14,000.aggregating the sum of $256,-
311.44, showing a considerable reduction of
the interest-bearing obligations of the com¬

pany in excess of the increase of bonded
debt.
" '1 he entire indebtedness of the com¬

pany. and in what form it existed at the
close of the tiscal year, are fully shown by
the report of the auditor submitted. The
large reduction from last year of $161,111.44
in bills and accounts payable is of itself an

important advantage in" the results of the
year, affecting, as it has, most favorablv the
credit of the company, and facilitating"con¬
sequently a material economy in the admin¬
istration of its affairs.
" The floating debt of the company on

bills payable at the date of the last annual
report was $408,087.18. This has been re¬
duced £134,520.83, leaving the amount at
the close of the present fiscal year $273,-
566.65.
" The accounts payable and over-due pav-

rolls were $138,414.78, and are now, includ¬
ing the month of September, not then pav-
able, $111,824.17, showing a reduction "in
these items of $26,590.61.
" All employes of the company are now,

and have been for several months past, paid
punctually and regularly.a result of great
value to the efficiency of the service, but
which the best efforts of the company were
not able to effect for several years until
within the last six months.
" The promptness with which all obliga¬

tions of the company have thus been met,
together with the reduction of its floating
debt, has resulted in greatly improving its
credit, and has enabled it to place the
greater portion of its floating debt in Phila¬
delphia, where it is now carried at rates
not much over one half those heretofore
paid.
"The general business of the company for

the year, as shown by the reports referred to,
reflects the prevalent causes which have op¬
erated throughout the country upon almost
all transportation interests, in the diminu¬
tion of gross revenues that result from a

depressed and inactive condition of trade
and the reduced rates obtained on all com¬

petitive business.a class of business which
now constitutes a largo pail of the compa¬
ny's traffic."
" The results [of a determination to prac¬

tice all economy possible] are shown in part
in a reduced expense account for mainte¬
nance and operation for the year of $179,-
<22.30.the property meanwhile being well
maintained generally, and in some respects
materially improved.
" During the year 2,500 tons of new iron

rails have been placed on the track between
Richmond and Charlotte, at such points as
most required repairs ; the cost of which
has been charged in operating expenses,
and during the month of November last
two hundred-tons of steel rails have been
placed in the track of the Richmond and
DanVille road near the Richmond terminus.

1 he road-bed, bridges, and station-houses
nave been well maintained and in safe con¬
dition ; some few of the latter, however,
need enlargement, and especially with refer¬
ence to the better accommodation of pas¬
sengers. For that at Danville the Board
ha> e already taken the necessarv prepara¬
tory action.

* 1 1

" At the Richmond depot a new freight-
building has Iften put up on the company's
lot opposite Fourteenth street, with suit-
able offices for the station agent and his
assistants, and the approaches both for the
receipt and delivery of freights thoroughly
and permanently improved by substantial
granite pavements, and the whole well en¬
closed by a stone- and iron-rail fence.
"One of tLe most considerable items of

regular expenditure which the company
will be required to meet for several years is
the supply of new rails in replacement of
the old and much-worn track which still |

remains on portions of the main line be¬
tween Richmond and Greensboro'.
" It would seem indisputable that a very

large economy can be secured in the me of
steel instead of iron rails whenever the
weight and frequency of trains are sucb as
to subject iron rails to rapid wear. These
views have in. 9ubstance been recently sub¬
mitted by the president to the Board of
Directors, and in accordance therewith sat¬
isfactory arrangements have recently been
made for the purchase of 2,000 tons of steel
rail at a cost of less than §50 per ton, the
rails to be delivered in monthly instalments
during the succeding year."

"

.

The reports of the auditor and general
superintendent accompanicd the presi¬
dent's, and contained much information of
value to the stockholders and to railroad
men generally.
On motion the reports were referred to a

committee consisting of Messrs. R. V.
Watkins, Francis T. Wooten, Thomas
Branch, John C. Williams, and John A.
Mitchell.
Report of Examining; Committee.
Mr. B. F» Garrett presented the report of

the Examining Committee, making a favora¬
ble showing of the condition of the com¬
pany's property. They recommended that
the depot buildings l>e whitewashed twice
a year ; that the depot at Durham be en¬

larged; and they suggest that reception-
rooms are needed at Danville, Drake's
Branch, and Manchester.
The report of the Examing Committee

was referred to the Committee on Presi¬
dent's Report.

Investigating; Committee.
Mr. Hubard, from the special committee

appointed at the last annual meeting to ex¬
amine into the aO'airs and condition of the
company, made a lengthy report, covering
economy of administration, financial con¬
dition of the company, connection with the
Pennsylvania Railroad Company, <Sc.
The report says: "From the time the

Pennsylvania Railroad Company acquired
its present interest to the present hour it
has becu the best friend your minority has
had. It has done everything possible not
only to sustain your credit, but to restore
and enlarge your trade ; and the services of
Mr. J. -S\ DuBarrv, one of their officers and
your vice-president, have been of great
value in the administration of your af¬
fairs." .

In conclusion the committee proposed the
following resolutions :

1. Resolved, That it is the judgment of the
stockholders that the revenues, credits, and
resources of the Richmond and Danville
Railroad Company shall be held sacred for
the maintenance and operation of existing
lines owned or controlled by the company ;
payment of the interest upon its indebted¬
ness; providing for the principal thereof;
and the payment of dividends upon stock to
the respective shareholders.

2. Resolved, That all questions involving
this company in guarantees of the obliga¬
tions of other railroad companies or corpo¬
rations, or iu contracts with them in respect
to matters not in the usual and ordinary
course of its legitimate business, shall, be¬
fore any final action thereon be taken by
the Board of Directors, be submitted to the
stockholders convened in general or special
meeting, and receive their consideration
and approval.

3. Resolved, That no) bonds of this com¬

pany shall be issued by the Board of Di¬
rectors for any other purpose than to meet
deficiencies in the income required to defray
the necessary expenses of existing lines
operated by this company or to provide for
the existing indebtedness thereof.

In conclusion, your committee will say
that, after a thorough examination into the
past and present management of your com¬

pany, notwithstanding the errors and losses
of the past, yet with fidelity, wisdom,
economy, and management in the adminis¬
tration hereafter, the future of your road
will be prosperous. The debt, though
heavy, may be managed if not unwisely in¬
creased.
The officers of your company have ex¬

tended to us every courtesy; and though
we have been obliged to disapprove of some
things in their official' action we have not
meant, and do not now intend, to question
the sincerity of their motives nor their zeal
for your interests.
Respectfully .submmitted.

R. T. Hoard. Jr.,
R. Y. Gaixes,
John P. Branch,
H. E. C. Baskervill.

Richmond, December 4, 1S76.
Note..Mr. Bruce being unavoidably de¬

tained from the last meeting of the commit¬
tee could not sign the report.
On motion of Mr. J. N. DuBarry the re¬

port was received and the resolutions adopt-
ed.
The meeting then took a recess until 7

o'clock.
Xiglit Session.

General Anderson resumed the chair at 7
o'clock.
The Committee on the Report of the Pre¬

sident submitted the following :

"Richmond, December 13, 1876.
" Your committee, to whom was referred

the report of the president to the stockhold¬
ers of the Richmond and Danville Railroad
Company, beg leave to report that they find
in the document a full, clear, and satisfac¬
tory statement of the affairs of the com¬

pany, presenting a very favorable account
of its present condition as compared with
the past few years, showing larger receipts,
with very commendable economy in the
general management. On the whole, your
committee recommend that the report be
approved and adopted.
"2. The report of the Examining Commit¬

tee..Your committee feel that the recom¬
mendations and suggestions in the report
seem to be reasonable and proper, and re¬
commend that the officers of the company
take such steps as may be advisable to carry
out the suggestions and recommendations
contained in said report, as far as maybe
consistent with the economical management
of the road.
" Respectfully submitted.

11 Richard V. Watkixs, Chairman ;
"John C. Williams,
4'Johx A. Mitchell."

Adopted.
RAILROAD SHOPS IN* MANCHESTER.

The following, offered by Colonel Bu-
ford, was adopted unanimously :
Resolved, That in consequence of the

embarrassment to the company's operations,
and the expense to which it is subjected,
and likely to be subjected, by the action of
the authorities of the city of Manchester in
relation to the use of the company's tracks
and right of way in said city, the president
and Board of Directors of the company be
requested to take into consideration the re¬

moval of the shops now located in that city to
an eligible location at some point on the
line of the road where the .company will be
exempt from the injuries and inconve¬
niences which it now suffers on account of
such action.

EXPENSES OF EXAMINING COMMITTEE.
The president and directors were, on mo¬

tion, instructed to provide for the payment
of such actual expenses as are incurred by
the Examining Committee in the discharge
of their duties, as prescribed in the by-laws,
but without compensation for services or

other allowance therefor.
MILTON AND SUTHERLIN ROAD.

The following, offered by Major W. T.
Sutherlin, was unanimously adopted :

Jtiesolved, That the Board of Directors of
this company be, and they are hereby, au¬
thorized to make a contract with the Milton
and Sutherlin Railroad Company for a
drawback of 25 per cent, from the receipts
for traffic carried over and upon the Rich¬
mond and Danville railroad going to and
coming from the Milton and Sutherlin rail¬
road to an amount not exceeding the sum
of $20,000, with an agreement that the
Richmond and Danville Railroad Company
shall receive for said drawback stock of
the Milton and Sutherlin Railroad Company
at par, such a contract being deemed bv

this meeting Judicious in promoting a con¬
nection business with its own line and that
of the Piedmont railroad.

OFFICERS ELECTED.
Colonel A. S. Buford was unanimously

elected president. The following directors
were chosen : Messrs. W. T. Sutherlin, W.
L. Owen, Strickland Kneass, Isaac Daven¬
port, Jr., A, Y. Stokes, Jolin Bardsley, A.
J. Cassalt, and J. N. DuBarry.
The thanks, of the meeting were, on mo¬

tion of Mr. DuBarry, returned to the pre¬
siding officer (General Anderson), arid the
meeting then adjourned.

R., F. & P. R. R.

Adjourned Sleeting of Stockholders
Yesterday.

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT AND DlUECMj
TORS.THE POTOMAC BOAT LINE-NEW
ARRANGEMENT IN REFERENCE TO IT-
CLOSE CONNECTIONS AND QUICK TRIPS-
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE EXAMINING
COMMITTE E.HARMONIOUS ACTION-
ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

An adjourned meeting of-the stockhold¬
ers of the Richmond, Fredericksburg and
Potomac Railroad Company was held yes¬
terday, at which were represented in per¬
son and by proxy 5,8»6 votes, being a large
majority of all the votes which could be
given.
Mr. E. Y. Cannon, chairman, called the

meeting to order.
The special committee appointed at a pre¬

vious meeting, to whom was referred the
report of the president and directors, sub¬
mitted a report, which, after discussion,
was adopted with but one dissenting voice.
The following is the- report of the presi¬

dent and directors, and below it the report
of the committee, as adopted :

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT AM) DIRECTORS.
The Board of Directors respectfully pre¬

sent to the stockholders the following re¬

port of the company's operations for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 1876 :
Receipts from transportation have
been #352,365 77

Receipts from hireof cars have been.. 4,584 24
Receipts from rents have been 1,139 63
Receipts from dividends have beer..... 9,880 00

Makintr a tToss revenue of $367.9 6 9 64

The expenses of transportation have
been 4177,793 65

Leaving a net revenue of $190,175 99
Thus exhibiting a falling off iD net revenue
of $12,072.77 as compared with the previous
year.
In addition to the expenses of transporta¬

tion above reported, during the year there
has been expended in necessary additions
to the works at Boulton the sum of
$8,190.67.
The bonded and floating debt of the com-

panv has been reduced bv the sum of
$20,641.
Abetter result was to have been antici¬

pated from the increased travel resulting
from the Centennial Exhibition; but the
necessity of keeping up a connection with
the city of Baltimore by the route of the
Potomac river, in order to a successful
competition with other lines of travel,
which has been fully explained in reports
heretofore made to the stockholders, and
the low rates of fare which had to be
adopted, occasioned the net receipts from
the increased travel above mentioned to be
considerably less than they might otherwise
have been.
While the Board is still fully sensible of

the importance of keeping up a connection
with Washington by the Potomac river, it
has nevertheless come to the conclusion that
the guarantee feature of the agreement be¬
tween this company and the Potomac Steam¬
boat Company should in the future be dis¬
continued, and on the 21st of April last gave
notice to the Potomac Steamboat Company
that the existing agreement between the
two companies should terminate on the 31st
March, 1877.
Questions having' arisen as to the respon¬

sibility of this company to the Potomac
Steamboat Company for the depreciation of
their property in the service of this com¬

pany, under the advice of eminent counsel
consulted by the Board, it was determined
to oiler to the Potomac Steamboat Compa¬
ny this company's stock and dividend obli¬
gations in that company in full settlement
and relinquishment of all claims of that
company. This has been accepted by the
Potomac Steamboat Company, and all dif¬
ferences have been satisfactorily adjusted.
No doubt is entertained but that prior to

March 31st next arrangements can be
effected for steamboat service on the Poto¬
mac between Quantico and Washington
more satisfactory and advantageous to this
company.
The Board respectfully refer the stock¬

holders to the accompanying report of the
general superintendent and statements of
the treasurer for the details of the opera¬
tions of the company during the past fiscal
year.
Respectfully submitted by order of Board

of Directors.
[Signed] John M. Robinson, President.

COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

Your committee to examine the report of
the president and directors of this company
have performed the duty assigned them,
and respectfully report :

A careful examination of the documents
submitted to their consideration suggests,
in the opinion of your committee, that
three questions of vital importance demand
tbe attention of the stockholders.viz. :

First, the contract existing between this
company and the Potomac Steamboat Com¬
pany; second, the terms under which that
contract has been dissolved ; third, the au¬

thority which is asked by the Board of Di¬
rectors to make a new contract with the
same or some other company on the expira¬
tion of this.

1. While the contract between this com¬

pany and the Potomac Steamboat Company
may not be a legitimate subject for their in¬
vestigation, nevertheless, moved by the
widespread dissatisfaction which that con¬
tract seems to have engendered, your com¬
mittee have patiently and carefully explored
the whole field, and after a candid investi¬
gation of all the facts, circumstances, and
surroundings of the company at the time
that contract was made, as well
as the terms and obligations of that
contract, your committee have unani¬
mously concluded that while, with
the lights and experience of the last three
years, they would unconditionally disap¬
prove that contract, yet they candidly con¬
fess that they are not prepared to assert that
it wa3 not advisable at the time. "Whatever
might have been the necessity for that con¬
tract in the beginning, your Board of Di¬
rectors became satisfied that it could no

longer be continued to tbe advantage of
this company, and on the 31st of March
last notified the Potomac Steamboat Com¬
pany that it must terminate on the 31st of
March, 1877; which action your committee
most heartily approve.

2. Leaving out of view legal questions
which fiave been raised as to the contracts
between this company and tbe Potomac
Steamboat Company on their abrogation,
which we are* not competent to decide, we
consider the action of your Board as a final¬
ity, the terms having been agreed upon and
ratified by both parties. And believing
that the surrender of the depreciated in¬
terests of this company in the stock of that
company, whereby all claims upon this
company have been forever surrendered,
will be amply compensated by the speedy
removal of the burthen and liabilities which

a continuance of that contract must inevi¬
tably entail upon this company, your
committee recommcnd its approval.

.3. A survey of the map discloses the fact
that of all the routes from centres of trade
in the South to the busy marts of commerce
in the North none offers such advantages as

an all-roll connection with this road. It i>
impossible for the companies connecting
with this North and South not to see that
it would he of infinite advantage to all par-
tics to establish close connections and equita¬
ble rates, so that passengers, freights, "and
mails may be transported with such dispatch
and safety as to defy competition and pro¬
duce the most satisfactory financial results.
To this end we recommend that your presi¬
dent and Board of Directors make a vigor¬
ous effort to consummate such an arrange¬
ment with the companies of connecting
roadfrarsoon as possible. And should they
not be met in a spirit of fair and liberal
compromise, that they proceed to purchase
or charter a steamer to be run under the
exclusive direction and control of this com¬
pany. And should there be found any im¬
pediment in your charter in furtherance of
this purchase, then to proceed to take suph
steps as to them may seem best to remove
the disability. For while we most earnestly
Recommend a close connection with the
roads north and south of this, unless it can
be done on terms just and equitable, and
sustained by such guarantees as shall ensure
its faithful and permanent execution, you
should never surrender for a day your in¬
dependent outlet over the Potomac river.
Your committee would offer for your

adoption the following resolution :
Resolved, That the report of tbe presi¬

dent and directors? of the Richmond, Fred¬
ericksburg and Potomac Railroad Company
for tbe fiscal year ending September 30,
1876, be adopted, with the suggestions and
limitations above made.

John* R. Baylor,
L. B. Anderson,
"William H. Palmer,
Hilary P. Jokes.

This report, as above stated, was adopted
with but one dissenting voice.

ELECTION' OF OFFICERS.
The following officers were reelected for

the ensuing year: J. M. Robinson, presi¬
dent; E. Chauncey, H. A. Claiborne, Philip
Haxall, C. S. Mills, directors on the part of
private stockholders; and Ur. Andrew
Johnston was announced as director on the
part of the State of Virginia. The follow¬
ing were reelected a Committee of Exami-.
nation.viz., L. B. Anderson, J. R. Baylor,
C. F. M. Garnett, James Hunter, and
Charles Ellis.
The meeting then adjourned sine die.

Richmond Pharmaceutical Association*.
The annual meeting of this Association
was held in their hall in Association build¬
ing Tuesday evening. Dr. John R. Garnett
wax called to the chair, and Mr. Joseph N.
Willis acted as secretary. The president,
Mr. Hugh Blair, presented his annual re¬
port, which was. received, and ordered to
be spread upon the records. Mr. Blair, in
his report, reviewed the operations of the
Association for the past year, and made
some valuable suggestions relating to the
future welfare and usefulness of the Society.
He regretted that so many of the druggists
of the city had failed to become members of
this Association, some of the chief objects
of which are the elevation of the profession
of pharmacy, and the mutual improvement
and cultivation of its members, as well as
the regulation of the relations sustained
between physicians and pharmacists pro¬
fessionally, and their bearing upon the
health and welfare of the public. Tbe Re¬
cording Secretary, Mr. Joseph Anthony,
and the Treasurer, Mr. B. C. Lewis, also
presented their annual reports. The report
of the latter showed a healthy financial
condition. The election of officers for the
ensuing year resulted as follows : President,
Hugh Blair; First Vice-President, Joseph
N. Willis; Second Vice-President, P. E.Du-
ptiy; Recording Secretary, Joseph An¬
thony; Corresponding Secretary, T. Roberts
Baker. Executive Committee : William P.
Poythress, Polk Miller, Jesse Child.

Biblical Lecture..Rev. Thomas S.
Dunaway, of Fredericksburg, yesterday
morning delivered the weekly lecturc on
biblical subjects at Richmond College, The
subject was "Job," and was well handled.
After a brief allusion to historical facts
beanng on the time in which he lived, the
land and family of the Patriarch, &c., the
speaker proceeded to discuss Job us a man,
bringing out his culture, independence of
mind, firmness, probity and .faith, with
richness of illustration and copiousness of
citation, which enlivened and supported
every position taken. The young men of the
college were urged to study this character
that they might learn to be patient under
burdens and discipline, and develop charac¬
ters of integrity and true piety. This lec¬
ture was well fitted to its place in the ad¬
mirable series which the Lecture Com¬
mittee has provided this session for their
students.

Election of Insurance Secretary..At
a meeting of the Board of Directors of the
Virginia Fire and Marine Insurance Com¬
pany yesterday afternoon Mr. Samuel P.
Willis was electcd secretary of the com¬
pany vice William' Willis, Jr., who has ac¬

cepted a similar position in the Virginia
State Insurance Company.
Mr. Samuel P. Willis is a worthy suc¬

cessor of his brother, having been maiy
years associated with him in the office of
the company, and having ably filled for
nearly two years the office of secretary of
the Granite Insurance Company. William
H. McCarthy was elected assistant secre¬
tary.
Interesting Relic..General Washing¬

ton's characteristic punctilio in dress and
manner are almost as well known to his
countrymen as his grand heroism, and has
an illustration in an interesting relic. In
the camp at Cumberland (1755) there was but
one mirror, and that set in the end of a

powder-horn used by his friend and com¬
rade Colonel Zachary Lewis. By this mir¬
ror the immortal chieftain shaved his chin
every morning and completed his toilet.
The "powder-horn is now in possession of
one of Colonel Lewis's descendants resi¬
dent in this city, and is loaned to the ladies
of the Second Presbyterian church, who are
now holding a festival, as an object of at¬
traction. The horn is still suspended upon
the plaited leathern string by which it hung
at the soldier's side.

Main Street..For two weeks past a

ghostly yellowish light has been seen flick¬
ering at nights in the upper story of ttoe
building on Main street below Fourteenth,
occupied on the first floor by W. T. King,
sumac dealer. Some persons who have
looked at it think it is the effect of ghostly
visitations, but the better opinion is that it
Is a phosphorescent gleam from suinac, fer¬
tilizers, or something.
The Tramps..About thirty cosmopoli¬

tans were entertained at the First station-
house last night. One of them, a colored
man, gave his.name as Blue Jeans Williams,
said that he was from Plymouth, N. C., and
was on his way to Nashville, Tenn. He de¬
clared that the name he gave in was be*
stowed upon him bv his mistress long years
agoae.

Arrival op the Bemains op Mr. J. C.
Harris..The remains of Mr. J. C. Harris,
who died at Grand Junction, will reach
Bichmond to-night, and will be taken in
charge by Loge Fran?aise, No.' 53, A. F.
and A. M. They will be buried to-morrow
afternoon by the Howitzers (he was a mem¬

ber of the Third company) and by Loge
Frangaise.
Ambulance-Call..The city ambulance

was called yesterday from Messrs. W. E.
Tanner & Co.'s for a white boy, who was

painfully burned on the knee by a piece of
red-hot iron. He was taken to his home,
near the corner of Ninth and Main streets.

Not Guilty..The case of T. K. Lyon,
charged with an indecent assault upon
Cora Tibbs, was concluded in the Hustings
Court last evening, the jury bringing in a

verdict of not guilty.

Supreme Court op Appeals, Wednes¬
day...Pettus's assignee, &c., vs. Swepson,
&c. Appeal allowed froiu a. decree of the
Circuit Coitrt of Mecklenburg county.
Vaiden, &c., vs. Stubblefield's executor.

Argued by J. L. Stern, Esq., and Judge
B. W. Lacy for the appellant^ and William

; Green, Esq., for the appellees, and submit¬
ted.
Caldwell vs. Allen; trustee, Ac. Motion

to require new bond submitted.
Dinwiddie County vs. Stuart, Buchanan

& Co. Placed upon the privileged docket.
Reynolds vs. Zinfce. Submitted.
Police Court, Yesterday.justice

Joseph J. White presiding..Lee Mallory
(colored), guilty of stealing one lot of rail¬
road iron from the Richmond, Fredericks¬
burg and Potomae Railroad Company, was
sent to jail for one hour,, with ten stripes
added.
William Nelson (colored), charged with

feloniously shooting into a boat with the
intent to kill Henry Riddell, was required
to give surety for his good behavior, and in
default went to jail. >».'.

Caesar Britt (colored), breaking into the
house of and assaulting Mildred Nixon,
was fined five dollars and cost".
Martha Hewlett, assaulting and striking

Ellen M. IJines, was sent on to the grand
jury.
Henrico County Court, Wednesday.

Judge E. C. Minor presiding..Joseph
Hulcher, presented in two cases for viola¬
tion of the Sunday liquor-law, was ad¬
judged to pay §10 fine and the costs in one
case, and the costs in the other.

Charles Tompkins, charged with stealing
corn from the corn-field of Mr. Charles Craf-
ton, was found guilty and sentenced to re¬
ceive twenty lashes. In another ease of
petit larceny against the same party a nolle
prosequi was entered.
The cases against T. L. Crouch, for vio¬

lation of the revenue laws in selling liquor
at the State Fair-Grounds without license,
were continued until Friday/

After disposing or several civil case* the
court adjourned until Friday morning.
Tub Opera..A large and brilliant, audi¬

ence greeted Mrs. Oates last evening, when
Offenbach's charming opera, the Princess of
Trehizonde, which is one of the gems of
opera bouffe, was presented, and we say un¬
hesitatingly it was one of the most finished
performances we have ever seen. The cos¬
tuming was superb, and the acting through¬
out was admirable.
Mrs. Oates was suffering from a c^ld, but

perfectly charmed her audience as Prince
Raphael. We should like to accord to each
of the caste the praise which they all so well
deserve, but the lateness of the hour pre¬
cludes an extenaed notice. Mr. Maflininhis
spade dance, which was introduced in the
opera, was wonderful.
Te-night La Jolie Parfumeuse will be

presented, and Friday n;ght (Mrs. Oates's
benefit) the Grand Duchess. We bespeak
her a full house.

The Police and the Rioters..In re¬
sponse to a courteous inquiry from Mayor
Carrington, Judge Guigon has written the
Mayor a letter giving the language used by
him in the remarks about the conduct of
the police on the occasion of the late riot.
The Judge also gives the basis of the opiu-
ion he then expressed, and furnishes the
names of the witnesses who testified before
him, and whose evidence has important
bearing on this point.
Mayor Carrington left the city for the

South yesterday, and therefore his letter
and the reply of the Judge could not be ob¬
tained for publication. It is, however, ex¬
pected that the matter will receive attention
from the Board of Police Commissioners
upon the return of the Mayor, which will
be in a week or ten days.

Dp.. Curry's Lecture To-Night, on
Egypt, at the First Baptist church, will
doubtless attract a large audience. The
subject affords a wide scope for the able lec¬
turer, who will invest it with all the charms
of attractive oratory, while the object for
which it is delivered commends itself to
the liberal regard of. the public. It should
not be forgotten that after the intellectual
repast the ladies propose to serve up an¬
other sort of feast for those who may be
present.
Pleasant Evening Ahead..To-night

there will be a social meeting of the Grace-
Street Baptist church, in the audience-room
of their house of worship, to promote ac¬
quaintanceship and sociability among the
members. There" will be committees for
receiving and introducing the people, and
seeing that they have a good time. They
invite their friends generally to meet with
them. The occasion will be enlivened with
choice music by the Manchester Baptist
choir. During the evening the Boys' and
Girls' Societies will have a feast and supper
in the basement. The prospect for a plea¬
sant evening is very cheering;
Young Men's Christian Association..

The fourth regular lecture before this Asso¬
ciation will be delivered by Professor J. L.
M. Curry, LL. D., on Tuesday night next, at
Association Hall. The subject, one of deep
interest to every person, Is, .' The South-
Its Condition, and Some Remedies." This
lecture is entirely, devoid of anything of a

partisan nature, and well calculated to in¬
struct as well as interest an audience.
A Pound Party..Od Thursday next,

21st instant, a Doimd party will "he given at
St. Joseph's Orphan Asylum for the benefit
of the orphans. The house will he open all
day for the visits of friends who desire to
gladden the hearts of the little orphans du¬
ring the Christmas times. Each visitor will
contribute one pound of groceries as an en-
trance-fce. In the evening, at 5 o'clock,
there will be instrumental and vocal music,
given by some of the friends of the orphans
who have volunteered their services. Go
and help the orphans, and it will make your
heart glad to think that you have contri¬
buted to make a happy Christmas for those
poor little children who have been bereft of
parents, and have neverknown the comforts
of home.

The Fechter Engagement..The sale
of reserved seats for* the Fechter engage¬
ment will commence at Wyalt's music-store
on Friday morning at 9 o'clock.
Virginia Opera-house..The Virginia

Opera-House, under the management of
5Ir. J. W. SpauldTng, is now open with a
comedy company. On Saturday there will
be a matinee at 2 o'clock.
Colored Masonh.Election op Officers.

The United Grand Lodge of Virginia (co¬
lored), now In session here, have elected the
following officers of the Grand Lodge :
Grand Master, James H. Jones, of Peters¬
burg ; Deputy Grand Master, C. R. Foster,
of Charlottesville ; Senior Grand Warden,
E. L. Stokes, of Petersburg; Junior Grand
Warden, William H. Hughe*, Manchester;
Grand Secretary, ft. A. Perkins, of Lynch¬
burg; Grand Treasurer, James Stewart, of
Richmond.

Trial of a Riotir..The trial of Edward
Thompson, one of the rioters, is fixed for
hearing in the Hustings Court to-day.

MAjrCHESTKR JJEWN.

Worthy of Uncourag&Mnt..Stuart
Lodge, 1. 0. 0* F., has appointed Messrs,
Jorden, Vadsn, and Ashcroft a committee
to arrange for a series of entertainments,
the net proceeds to be devoted to the re*-
lief of the deserving poor of the city. The
first entertainment will take place about
Christmas.
A Child Injured..A little son of Rev. G.

C. Vanderslicc fell from the porch of his
father's residence yesterday and sustained
painful injuries about the head. The child
has but recently recovered from serious
burns.

Mayor's Court..Mayor Chiles continued

THE DISPA1*0H;
TERMS OF ADVERTISING-
CASH.INVARIABLY IN AOVAWC*.

One square, one lumtlon .$0 75One square, two Insertion* 1 OCOne square, three iMcrUon« 175
One square, six ftieertkma.,. 35?One square, twelve insertions...... 92One square, one month...... ...¦22 ^2Oho square, twomonth*.. ..................~5® 00
One square, three nicmtns 00

tbe cose of Fanny Randall, charged with
the larceny of clothing from Faeny Lacy,
until to-morrow.
The case, of Jordan Eppe, for malicious

assault on Roger Scott, will be cailed to*
morrow.

The Water- Works-.-The frequent stop?
page of the hydrants causes mnch inconve-
nience and complaint, and tbe Water Com¬
mittee are earnestly requested to afford such
relief as may be in their power.

Minor Topics.." Our Boys," the Man¬
chester minstrels, give an entertainment for

a charitable cause at Nunnaly's Hall to¬
night.
Work on the street Improvement has com¬

menced again.
Court for the dispensation of civil Justice

to-morrow at 818 Hull street at 8 o'clock
A. Me
City Sergeant Fitzgerald has removed his

office to the Mayor's Court-room.
There was a large bankrupt sale of ma¬

chinery, Ac., at Midlothian yesterday,
attended by many of our citizens.
Important meeting of the City Council

at 7:30 P. M. to-morrow.
Tbe December term of the Hustings

Court commences Monday.
Most of the roads leading to the city are

reported to be In bad Condition.
There will be a marriage of a worthy

couple in the West End to-night. Both
parties have served one term.
Friendship Lodge, Knights of Pythias,

will nominate officers for the ensuing term
to-nigbt.
Manchester needs a tire- and policc-

alarm telegraph.
Friday is pay-day at the Old Dominion

Granite-Works, and also at the Danville
Railroad shops.
The Fourth-street Horribles, better known

as "the BaconsVille Bawl Club," are making
arrangements for a soiree dansante.
Tbe ladies of the Presbyterian church

will bold a feast and festival Christmas
week.
A number of charitable ladies are arrang¬

ing for an entertainment for the poor, tbe
admission to which will be a pound of any
article, at the option of the giver.
Worshiplul Master David .X. Weisiger

represents Manchester Lodge, No. 14, in
tbe Grand Lodge of Masons.

Chesterfield County Court..The court ha*
adjourned for tbe term after the transaction
of the following criminal business:
John Robinson (colored) was convicted of

house-breaking and larceny, and sent to the
penitentiary for three years.
Benjamin Brown, charged with the same

offence, was acquitted.
George Burns, charged with petit lar¬

ceny, was acquitted.
INTERESTING TO TOBACCONISTS..It will be

seen l>y reference to another column that R. J.
White, with I. H. Stilling, Courtlamlt street, New
York, wishes to make arrangements to supply with
tobacco tirst-class New York trade.

Standard, Fancy, and Juvenile Books;
Bibles, Prayer- and Hymn-Books, Albums, Writing-
Desks, Work-Boxes, Stationery, Pictures, Iuk-
fitand, Card-Cases, Pocket-Books, and joany other
beautiful fancy goods suitable for presentation, at
1318 Main street. RANDOLPH & ENGLISH.

Call early and avoid the crowd that assembles
at Levy Brothers1 later In the day. Additional
force will be employed in Uie Christmas department
to-day.
While we have but one trice, and that

marked in plain figures, we reserve the option of
marking down our goods whenever we deem it ne¬
cessary to move them rapidly. Our $23 suits have
been marked down to $20; hence our patrons get
the benefit of all leductions without asking for same,
A. Saks & Co., 1013 Main street

Such a stock or holiday goods as Levy
Brothers now. exhibit goes ahead of any display
ever made lu this city ; and then their priccs are so
low that every one can find some article suited to
their purse.

Weather Strips for doors and windows at
Booth & CO's., 832 Main street.

From Professor a. Jackson, Laval Universi¬
ty, Quebec : u I have used a good deal of COLDEN'S
Liebig's Liquid Extract of Beef and Tonic
Invigorator in my private practice, and can re¬
commend it as extremely useful in eases of debility
and weak digestion requiring strengthening nour¬
ishment."

Forty cases of new goods bave Just beeu add¬
ed to Levy Brothers' Stock of Christmas good#,
making the most complete assortment ever offered
in this city. .

>

We are highly gratified at our success, and
shall continue to offer only the most reliable goods,
and at our standard low figures. A. SAKS & CO.,
Clothier?, 1013 Main street.

Weather-stips for doors and windows.
J. IL Crafton, Ninth street.

Miller's 44 Horehound" Cough Syrup. 25c
Sold by all druggists.
The best preparation for Coughs, Colds, and

Hoarsens is the "Compound syrup of Hore-
hound." Ask your druggist for a 3Gc. bottle.

Tilden Overcoats..Another supply of the
new style Overcoats Just received at .

J. II. SIMPSON k CO.'S,
1009 Main street.

Beautiful Cassimere Suits..The very lat««
styles of fancy Cassimere Pants, fancy suits foi *

boys, and Boys' Overcoats, all now ready at
J. II. Simpson Sc Co.'.?.

I have analyzA'd Hie whiskey known tUBMct the
brand of 44 B Select, ** controlled by Messrs.. Wal¬
ter D. BLAIR A CO., Richmond, Vn., ano (ln« It
free from fusil OIL and other impiirltle*. and
recommend its use for tnedicina' »ii«< fatuity -cm-

poses..J. B. McCaw, M. I)., Ute Protcs ";

Chemistry, Medical College of Virginia.

AUCTION SAB.K8 THN WAV.

RICHARDSON & CO.. 4 P. M., brick dwelling o«
Eleventh between Marshall and (.'lay.

FBANCI8 T. ISBELL, 4 P. 3f., commlxi>ion«*r's sate
of framed dwelling and lot No. 109 west Duval
street.

W. GODDIN, 4 P. M. commls-loner*' sale of h-df-
acre lot and large brick dwelling on Church Illll.
at corner of Q aod Thirty-first i*i reets.

E. W. POWELL, 1WA. M., English white granite,
yellow ware, and glassware.

POBOW PtAOTEB^
A LLCOCK'S POROU8-PLA8TEIW.

Ask for ALLCOCK'S, and obtain them, an.i *>

avoid miserable imitation*.

B. BRAXDKETH, President.

Office, 294 Canal street. New York,

no 9-d3inAweow3m '

(SPECIAL NOTICE..1 hereby notify all
O parties who were indebted to Wm. Iba Smith,
agent for Mews. James Wilde. Jr., £ Co. clothier*,
prior to tbeir clotlug up busliieM. or to August ].
1876, by note or open account, that If ttielr bills and
notes are not settled on or before January 1.1877,
that they will be pot In the bands of the High-Con¬
stable for collection. No exception whatever will
be made. BOBERT B.LYME,

Attorney for James Wilde, Jr.. A Co..
de 14-Th^M.WA85t of New York city.

NOUyCEMENT.
The WELLS & HOPE COMPANY, of Phlladel.

8ila, manufacturers of the CHK<>MO-LlTHO-»
it aPMC IRON SHOW-CARDS, flndluxthetrtmsl-

ueta too lai?>e for the supervision of the home nflee,
have divided the UultedStates Into departmeats, la
future Mtt. J. E. NR&WANOEB wtUhave charge
of the southern dejMtiuwat, with headquarter* «u
Richmond.
Referring to the above, J would state to all the pe¬

trous of the above company, and to all others Mho
may want work in our line, that I shall haroan of¬
fice here for the transaction of the business In my
department, to show samples of work and give cxt&
mates, Ac,, fte^and sbali he most happy To. have*
call from any one in need oja cheap, durable, aad
the mcwt beautiful SHOW-CARD In fiie world.
dc 14 J. K. NE18WAN«EIL

City Auditoxcs o*«c*,>
Ricuxoko, December 12, 187ft. 1

VTOTICE..Tile TRANSFER BOOKS of it ;

and will be reopenod ou the 1st of January, 187?;
del3-tDa0 J. », KOX$XKS>AttaUs& A


